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behorende bij het proefschrift 
THE CORONATION RITUAL OF THE FALCON AT EDFU:  
TRADITION AND INNOVATION IN ANCIENT EGYPTIAN RITUAL COMPOSITION 
van  
CARINA VAN DEN HOVEN 
 
1. The coronation ritual of the falcon constitutes a multi-layered rite of passage, which was aimed at 
the transmission, renewal and confirmation of royal power and which brought about the cyclical 
renewal of the entire creation, guaranteeing as such the continued existence of Egypt. 
 
2. The rituals of 1 Tybi constitute the confirmation and renewal of the universal supremacy of the 
creator-god Horus-Ra and the transmission of his divine and primordial kingship to the incarnation of 
divine kingship on earth, the sacred living falcon of Edfu.  
 
3. The third register of the interior face of the northern enclosure wall of the Edfu temple has an 
aetiological function, forming the mythological background – or model – for the rituals of the 
transmission, renewal and confirmation of royal power of the sacred falcon as illustrated and described 
in the first and second registers. 
 
4. The identification of the mArw and sSd n xaw with the pylon and the bridge of the pylon respectively 
and the idée reçue that the sacred falcon appeared to the public on the bridge of the pylon cannot be 
sustained.    
 
5. In applying the conceptual framework of grammaire du temple to the study and analysis of ancient 
Egyptian temple decoration one should always keep in mind that: 1) the relief decoration and 
inscriptions do not necessarily correspond to the totality of the ritual; 2) the order of the scenes on the 
temple wall(s) does not necessarily reflect the order in which the ritual took place in reality; 3) the 
ritual was not necessarily carried out in the specific location where it is depicted on the walls.  
 
6. The production of new ritual compositions involved a corpus of textual and iconographic materials, 
which was not necessarily confined to a particular domain such as temple cult, mortuary cult or royal 
cult. This shows the problem of modern classifications of ancient Egyptian text corpora. 
 
7. The idea of the marginalisation of the Egyptian priesthood in the Ptolemaic period is difficult to 
sustain. As a consequence the view that the importance given to tradition in the composition of new 
religious texts should be explained as a reaction of the Egyptian priesthood to their marginalisation, 
trying to preserve their cultural identity or compensating for a loss of identity (Assmann, Heritage, 9-
25 and esp. 12, n. 15; Dunand, Gods and Men, 234), is questionable. 
 
8. The role and function of tradition in the composition of new ritual texts should be explained not 
only in terms of cultural memory and the preservation of tradition, but also in terms of the acceptance 
and conceptualisation of innovation. 
 
9. The composition of Ptolemaic temple inscriptions can be described as a syncretistic process in the 
sense that constant additions to and revisions of the textual and iconographic materials were made, 
without aiming at a “final” or fixed version of the composition to be inscribed on the temple walls. It 
is therefore problematic to speak of processes of canonisation, as suggested by Assmann in the case of 
the Ptolemaic temples (Assmann, Gedächtnis, 177-185; Assmann, Heritage, 9-25).    
 
10. Given the priority that is assigned nowadays to site management and the conservation, restoration 
and publication of existing monuments and sites over new excavation projects in Egypt, courses on 
heritage management and the theory of conservation and restoration methods should form part of the 
academic training of Egyptologists, especially of those specialising in the archaeology of Ancient 
Egypt.          
 
11. In class, Ancient Egyptian texts are studied mainly on the basis of text editions, resulting in the 
fact that upon graduation students of Egyptology hardly have any experience in reading original texts, 
for example on papyri or stelae. Therefore, more classes – especially at the advanced level – should be 
taught at the National Museum of Antiquities, enabling students to gain hands-on experience of 
reading the original texts.      
 
   
 
 
 
 
  
  
 
  
